Walla Walla Regional Compost Facility ...

Above, Stave Harvey, loh, and Russ Davis of Organix, taik about the composting business at the new Walk

Facility. Dz marketing the compost produced 1o consumers, cammarcial intarasts and gavernr

Is in charge of

Wednesday
__June 30, 2004
WALLA WALLA

UNION-BULLETIN

Linngmq the valley home (o you since mm

WALLA ESONBULLETIN WEBSES DAY

nal Gomposting

Officially opened at the
Washington State Penitentiary in
April, the operation is starting to
achieve its full potential,

By ANDY PORTIR
of the U et

our of the quietest trash mashers
F the world are at work the:
the Washingron State anml:an
side the four

containers billions of microbes
reducing tons of food waste into conpost
But from the outside, there’s no hint of
what's happening within,

““This smells better than a hog farm
Steve Harvey said with 2 grin

The former hog farm Harvey was
referring to is now the site of the new
Walla Walla Regional Compost Facility.
Officially opened in April, the ope
starting to achieve its full potential with
plans for future expansion

Under the direction of Harvey, the
Correctional Industries resource recovery
coordinator, the fa y is taking in about
& 1on of food waste a day from the prison,
along with yard waste and other organic
material delivered to rop-off vard on
State Route 125 north of the penitentiary

Construction of the compost site was
accomplished after the city of We
Walla and Correctional Industries
authorities agreed to pool state
Department of Ecology grants
matching funds to build the f:

Walla Walla County Regional W
Reduction and Recycling also helpe
coordinate the project, which totaled
8709,643 in grants and matching funds

When the granis were announced in
2002, “‘the original plan was (o have two
separate facilities, one for food waste at
the penitentiary and the second for yard
and leaf waste at the Sudbury (Road)

| INENTERPRISE, D1

Microbes reduce
tons of food waste
into compost

LOCALTEONOLOCY S

Four containerized compasters tutn food waste inlo compost. Using computerized sensors
and controls, the containers speed up the composting process without inviting unwanted
pests such as bugs, birds or animals.

Walla loum\ Waste Reduction dl’ld
Recycling coordinator.

But with the backing of penitentiary
Superintendent Dick Morgan and city of

Please see » COMPOST, D2

» Compost facility plans

to expand its operanns

Continued from Page D1

Walla Walla officials, an
agreement was made to build
a single facility on the prison
grounds, Johnson said.

“It took a lot of faith on the
part of the city to commit its
{part) of the matching funds,”
she noted

‘While conventional outdoor
“static piles” hand some of
the food waste along with
yard waste, leaves and other
plant material, the majority of
the food waste is composted
in the closed vessels manufac-
tured by Engineered Compuost
Systems.

The ‘‘containerized’
composters feature computer-
controlled monitoring and
aeration systems that cut
down the time needed to com-
post a load of waste from 100
days to about 44 days.

“For food waste, this
about as high tech as it ge!
said Russ Davis of Organix,
which markets the compost
pmduoed by the facility.

“Food waste by its nature is
a big problem because it's a
vector for rats, bugs, flies,
efc,," Davis said. The closed
vessel system eliminates
those problems, as well as
obnoxious smells.

The containers combined
can handle about 4,300 tons
of waste per year, while the
static piles are set up to
handle about 3,000 tons of
waste. Roughly speaking,
about one ton of material pro-
duces about two cubic

eventually handle all of thL'
food waste produced by the
prison, aboul two tons a day,
as well as possibly taking in
food waste from local school
districts and other sources.
The penitentiary is working
on a system to make sure
food waste from institution
kitchens is separated from

HOURS OF OPERATION

Thatransfer stationfor the
WallaWalla Regional Compast
Facility, located on State Route
125 north ofthe Washington
Stata Penitentiary, is open
from noontoBp.m. Tuesday
through Thursday and from 9
a.m.to6p.m. Fridayand
Saturday. ltis closed Sunday
andMonday

| FEESANDPRICES

| Alipping fee of$3,50 por cublc
yardis chargedtodrop off yard

| waste. Acubicyardisabout
thecapacity of acompact

cubicyards. Compostiomtng |
facily is avallable for about
$30percubleyard |

other waste so it can go
straight into the composters
without anyone having to sort
out non-food items

“The whole idea is to et
the trucks going both way
one full of waste going to ' the
composters and one full of
compost heading to a buyer,”
Davis said.

Parter can be reached at
terta wbnet.com or by califg
525-3300, ext. 282
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